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LITERARY THEORY

DAVID R. CARTER
new title

SALES POINTS:

convenient, clear and concise guide through the minefield of literary theory
. budget priced guide for students of literature and the general reader
All major theories covered, analyzed and explained

. Perfect crib for those needing to quickly grasp a theoretical position

MARKET:

literary criticism, literary theory

DESCRIPTION:

It sounds daunting: all those '-isms', long technical words, weird French thinkers
and incomprehensible Germans. You can't read a book nowadays, it seems,
without being required to refer to them. From university students to the average
intelligent reader, everyone is expected to justify their ‘theoretical perspective'.
The problem is that defining what you mean by 'theory’, let alone what you mean
by 'literary', causes most people, including the theorists themselves, to mumble
incoherently and shuffle their feet. And it is not as though there were just one
coherent body of theory to master: there are Formalist, Structuralist, Marxist and
Psychoanalytical theories; Poststructuralist, Postcolonialist, and Postmodernist

theories; not to mention Feminist and Queer Theories, and even Anti-Theories!

Most books providing introductions to Literary Theory are long-winded tomes,
guiding dogged readers through the twists and turns of critical analysis and logic.
This small volume goes to the heart of the key concepts of Literary Theory,
explaining them in clear everyday language. It provides witty and memorable
comments and quotations, and enables the student of literature to raise the most
pertinent and challenging questions, which even university professors have

difficulty answering.

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY:

Dr. David Carter has taught at several UK universities and presently teaches at
Yonsei University, Seoul. He has published on psychoanalysis, literature, drama,
film history and applied linguistics, and is also a freelance journalist and

translator. He is the author of the Pocket Essentials volume on Georges Simenon.
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