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JACK the RIPPER
Mark Whitehead 

Miriam Rivett
 SALES POINTS: 

• Covers all the major (and many minor) suspects put forward since the murders 
commenced. 

• Patricia Cornwell's Portrait of a Killer: Jack the Ripper - Case Closed and Uncle Jack 
by Tony Williams and Humphrey Price have both attracted much publicity and 
criticism for their 'solutions'. 

• Jack the Ripper's reign of terror is now coming increasingly under academic scrutiny 
with UK and US universities now having classes which examine the Ripper through a 
variety of disciplines, making Pocket Essentials Jack the Ripper an ideal introductory 
text for students. 

 

 DESCRIPTION: 

So who was Jack the Ripper? No-one in the annals of crime is capable of 

arousing such passionate debate as the perpetrator of the Whitechapel Murders 

in 1888. Was he a demented Royal, a Masonic assassin, a sexually-frustrated 

artist, a member of the Czarist secret police, a crazed reformist or even an 

escaped gorilla? 

More than a century has passed since this unknown killer murdered East End 

prostitutes under the very noses of the police and yet we seem no closer to 

uncovering the Ripper's identity. Countless volumes have been written by 

warring researchers, seemingly unable to agree even on the number of his 

victims. Is it possible that we will ever know the truth or is the Ripper destined to 

remain an enigma, his place in history secured as both an English-heritage crime 

icon and a universal bogeyman? 

This revised and updated edition contains a summary of Jack's crimes, victims 

and the ill-fated police investigation. It considers many of the Ripper's proposed 

identities, bringing you up to date with the latest suspects and includes a guide 

to the Ripper's many fictional outings, from The Lodger to From Hell. 
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Mark Whitehead is a bookseller and author of other Pocket Essentials, including 
the Pocket Essential Slasher Movies. 

Miriam Rivett is a senior lecturer in Media, Communication & Cultural Studies at 
Middlesex University. 
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