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ANCIENT
GREECE

MIKE PAINE
new edition

 SALES POINTS: 

• The essential information about Ancient Greece – in one pocket-sized 

volume 

• Runs through the political, military and cultural history of the time 

• The Pocket Essentials hardback format has proved particularly popular 

 DESCRIPTION: 

Western civilization began with the Greeks. From the highpoint of the 5th 
century BC through the cultural triumphs of the Alexandrian era to their 
impact on the developing Roman empire, the Greeks shaped the philosophy, 
art, architecture and literature of the Mediterranean world.  

Beginning with the Homeric period, once believed to be a realm of myth, 
Mike Paine takes the reader on a journey through twelve centuries and more 
of Greek culture. He shows what archaeologists have revealed of the Trojan 
Wars and Mycenae, outlines the glories of Athens at its height and provides 
a gripping narrative of the struggle between the Greeks and the mighty 
Persian empire. The careers of great political and military leaders like 
Pericles and Alexander the Great are highlighted and the importance of the 
great philosophers like Plato and Aristotle is demonstrated. Dramatists and 
demagogues, stoics and epicureans, aristocrats and helots all take their 
place in the unfolding story of the Greek achievement.  

 

 AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY: 

Mike Paine works as a bookseller, writer and musician in North London. He is 
the author of a Pocket Essential on The Crusades, has written on Thomas 
Bernhard and Blaise Pascal amongst others, and has played guitar for P.J. 
Harvey. 

 MARKET: 

History/Ancient History/Classical Civilizations 

www.pocketessentials.co.uk/history/9781842432457ancientgreece/index.php
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