Proposal For The Pocket Essential Knights Templar

By Sean Martin

The lunatic, on the other hand, doesn’t concern himself at all with logic; he works by short circuits. For him, everything proves everything else. The lunatic is all idée fixe, and whatever he comes across confirms his lunacy. You can tell him by the liberties he takes with common sense, by his flashes of inspiration, and by the fact that sooner or later he brings up the Templars.

Umberto Eco, Foucault’s Pendulum Ch. X 

What is history but a fable agreed upon?

Napoleon Bonaparte

Introduction

The Knights Templar still exert a unique fascination seven centuries after they were suppressed by the French monarchy and the Papacy. New books appear regularly, and they generally fall into two camps, the academic (e.g. the recent histories by Piers Paul Read and Helen Nicholson), and those coming from an alternative angle, which explore the more conspiratorial aspects of the Templar story, who seek to prove that they possessed the Holy Grail, the Ark of the Covenant, founded Switzerland or continue to exist clandestinely today. 

Unique Selling Points

· The Pocket Essential Knights Templar is one of the few books to give equal weight and balance to the academic view and the alternative theories.

· It will not duplicate material from the Pocket Essential Crusades, which only mentions the Templars a couple of times (I feel that the market for books on the Templars and the Crusades are separate and distinct). The Crusades are a part of the Templar story (occupying part of Chapter One), but only a part, and with the wealth of other Templar activities such as their founding of the modern banking system, their arrest and trial for heresy, and the numerous occult and conspiracy theories that continue to be bound up with their mystique, The Pocket Essential Knights Templar will be a very different book.

Market

· General readership who just need the basic facts on the Templars

· Alternative history/conspiracy buffs

· Military History market

· Mind Body Spirit/New Age market

· Anyone interested in the origins of the relationship between the Christian world and the Islamic world (renewed interest in this obviously since September 11th)

· The book would also round out a PE Medieval Trilogy, following my Alchemy and Alchemists and The Black Death, which could be a marketing tool (e.g. buy all 3 for the price of 2 etc).

Proposed Outline

Introduction: The Mystique of the Templars

When the French Revolution claimed the life of the French king Louis XVI, a man in the crowd is alleged to have shouted ‘Jacques du Molay, thus you are avenged!’, making reference to the curse supposedly laid on the French Crown by the last grand master of the Templars before his execution. The crowd cheered their agreement. This introduction will give a brief overview of the mystique of the Templars, from the events of 1789, to their immortalisation in Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe to Umberto Eco’s Foucault’s Pendulum and Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh and Henry Lincoln’s The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail.

Chapter One: The History of the Order of the Temple

A Basic Narrative Chapter that details the order’s founding in the 1110’s through to their arrest in 1307, featuring

· Background to the founding of the Order: the Political Situation in Europe and the Middle East at the time – The First Crusade

· The Origins of the concept of Knighthood: Christ the Soldier, Courtly Love

· Other military orders: The Hospitallers; the Teutonic Knights; the concept of the Warrior Monk

· The Founding, Rules and Aims of the Templars

· The Role of St Bernard of Clairvaux and the Cistercians

· The Sudden Rise to Prominence and Wealth: although sworn to poverty, chastity and obedience, the Order gained lands across Europe and sufficient funds to make them the most powerful force in Europe answerable only to the Papacy

· The Templars’ European activities and shifting alliances, detailing the footholds they established across Europe from Portugal to Cyprus and the Baltic

· The Templars’ dominance of the international banking system

· The sociological and economic impact of the knighthood on Europe

· The Second and Third Crusade

· The Templars and the Courtly Ideal: The relationship between the Templars and the Courtly ideal as expressed in contemporary works such as Parzival, Perlesvaus and the works of Chrétien de Troyes.

· Other Contemporaneous Views of the Order; increasing hostility to the Order; loss of the Holy Land

· The arrest of the Templars, Friday 13th October 1307

Chapter Two: The Trial of the Templars

This is the most detailed period of the Templar story, and is deserves a chapter to itself. We look at the various charges levelled against the order, including heresy, sodomy and spitting on the cross, and follow events as they unfold from the arrests of 1307, to the martyrdom of Jacques de Molay, the order’s last Grand Master, in Paris in 1314. We will also study the reasons for the trial, and the possible financial motives of the French King Philip the Fair, and contrast the experience of the Templars in England, who seem to have escaped prosecution much more lightly than their French brethren. Although the most detailed period of the Templars’ career, it is also the last we see of them according to orthodoxy, and the Templars disappear from the stage of world history.

Chapter Three: No Smoke without Fire? A Second Look at the History of the Temple

Or do they? The fact that the Templars fell from grace so spectacularly suggests that some of the wilder accusations against them may have some basis in reality. In this chapter we examine the conspiracy theory version of the story, dealing with such topics as:

· Why is there confusion about the date of the founding of the order?

· What were they doing excavating at the Dome of the Rock? And is it related to their subsequent sudden wealth and power?

· Their relationship to the Assassins, the Sufis and other Islamic groups

· Did they possess the Holy Grail and the Ark of the Covenant?

· Templar Secrets: Were they really an esoteric order posing as Christians?

· The Templars and Heresy: the order’s relationship to the Cathar heresy and the underground stream of Christianity. Was it based on a worship of John the Baptist, not Jesus? What are the links to the cult of the Black Virgin?

· The Templars and Baphomet: did they really worship a severed head? If so, was it that of John the Baptist?

· The Templars and the Arthurian myth: were the works of poets like Von Eschenbach concealing references to the Templars? (The heyday of the mediaeval Arthurian epic coincides exactly with the high water mark of the Templars’ career.)

· Did they create the Turin Shroud? If so, is it the face of Jacques de Molay?

· Templar Travels: Did they discover America and found Switzerland?

· What happened after 1314? Templar survivals in Scotland, Portugal and elsewhere. (Including their supposed links to Robert the Bruce and their decisive role in the Battle of Bannockburn; the disappearance of the Templar fleet and most of the order’s wealth; Templar influences on subsequent groups such as the Order of the Garter.)

· The possible link between Templar groups and the Rosicrucians, and their involvement in the lead up to the Thirty Years’ War

· The Templars and Freemasonry: is there a link?

· The French Revolution: were Templar groups involved?

· The Templars and Rennes-le-Chateau

· The Templars and the New World Order: Do the Templars still exist, and do they have a hand in world affairs?

Chapter Four: Towards a Version of Events

An attempt to balance the two opposing versions of the story and come to a conclusion that the truth may lie somewhere between the orthodox and conspiracy camps. We may also wish to consider why there are opposing versions of the story, and discuss the political ramifications of the way in which history is manipulated by various parties (including the present author!).

We can bring the story up to date with a quick look at Modern day Templars – Masonic lodges who call themselves Templar - and also examine the flourishing Templar industry.

Appendix: Chronology

Significant dates in the Templar story, including both orthodox and alternative events.
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