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HISTORICAL NOIR

The Pocket Essential Guide to Fiction, Film
and TV

by BARRY FORSHAW

THE BOOK

It's one of the most successful - and surprising - of phenomena in the entire crime
fiction genre: detectives (and protodetectives) solving crimes in earlier eras. There is
now an army of historical sleuths operating from the mean streets of Ancient Rome to
the Cold War era of the 1950s. And this astonishingly varied offshoot of the crime
genre, as well as keeping bookshop tills ringing, is winning a slew of awards, notably
the prestigious CWA Historical Dagger.

Barry Forshaw, one of the UK's leading experts on crime fiction, has written a lively,
wide-ranging and immensely informed history of the genre. Historical noir began in
earnest with Ellis Peters' crime-solving monk Brother Cadfael in the 1970s and
Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose in 1980, and has now taken readers to virtually
every era and locale in the past.

As in Nordic Noir, Euro Noir, Brit Noir and American Noir, Forshaw has produced the
perfect reader's guide to a fascinating field; every major writer is considered, often
through a concentration on one or two key books, and exciting new talents are
highlighted.
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MARKETING & SALES POINTS

The latest edition in Barry Forshaw's well received and
informative Noir series, following on from American Noir, Nordic
Noir, Brit Noir and Euro Noir

Offers a unique perspective on historical crime fiction from one
of the UK's leading experts on crime fiction and film

Historical crime fiction is a hugely popular genre

Barry Forshaw writes for a variety of newspapers and
magazines, broadcasts on crime fiction for radio and TV, is
editor of the prestigious Crime Time and appears at many
literary festivals interviewing major crime writers

PRAISE FOR BARRY FORSHAW

'[Euro Noir] An informative, interesting, accessible and enjoyable

guide as Forshaw guides us through the crime output of a dozen
nations' - Times

'Unsurprisingly Barry Forshaw's Brit Noir is a wonderful reference
book that any self-respecting and serious connoisseur of crime fiction
needs to have on their book-shelf' - Shots Magazine

'A treasure trove of a read — Brit Noir is the perfect reading
companion for all those who love the crime fiction genre' - Crime
Thriller Girl

'Forshaw makes a good case for crime fiction being the literature of
social justice and morality' - Catholic Herald
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Barry Forshaw is one of the UK’s leading experts
on crime fiction and film. His books include the
Keating Award-winning Brit Noir (plus Nordic,
American and Euro Noir), Sex and Film and The
Rough Guide to Crime Fiction. Other work includes
Death in a Cold Climate, British Gothic Cinema,
British Crime Writing: An Encyclopedia (also a
Keating Award winner) and /talian Cinema. He
writes for various newspapers and DVD booklets,
edits Crime Time (www.crimetime.co.uk), and is a
regular broadcaster, panellist and panel chair. He
has been Vice Chair of the Crime Writers’
Association, and emcees the Dagger Awards
presentations.




